Notes from 2010 Ministry Enrichment Retreat with Mike Sigman 

1. People are longing to see the power of God active in the lives of Jesus' people.  Even secular people deep down want to know if this God stuff is more than just cerebral musings about God or afterlife. They want to know that it means something for our everyday motives and it reorients our lives in tangible ways.  

2. A different way to read the Bible.  Read the Bible through the JOY lens.  Read the passage 4 times.  1st time, read it to get familiar with the passage.  2nd time, read it and ask, what does this say or how does this point to Jesus?  All scripture is about Jesus. How does this passage inform, explain, or set us up for Jesus?  3rd, read looking for others. What does this passage say about others? Their needs, their motives, their longings, their habits, etc. 4th, read for You. What is this exposing in my motives, my longings, my sin, my growth, God's grace at work in me?  Try it several times and let us know what you think.  

3. In our culture honesty is considered a higher value than healing and repentance.  We are decent at being honest about our issues, idols, etc. But repentance and healing OF our idols, issues, that is a different matter.  Most people think being honest about this is the same as repentance and healing and it is not. 

4. Focus on making disciples of people, not active members in our church.  If people are disciples of Jesus then they will use their time on purpose.  The context for this thought is the trend that church attendance in our culture has changed dramatically in the last decades.  The average church going person attends a worship service maybe one to two times a month. The rest of the weekends are filled with travel soccer leagues for kids, three day weekend vacations, extended hunting trips, extended family functions, etc.  It would be quite easy for the "average" church person to not have consistent engagement with the body of Christ...instead of fighting this with guilt or massive internal grief because people "don't care about church".  As leaders we focus rather on helping people grow their allegiance to Jesus and align their motives with him.  If that happens people will be mission focused in whatever they do.  

5. Who are the 5 people in your life whom you are praying for them to come to faith in Jesus? How do you love and care for those people? Do you pray for opportunities to verbally share your experience with Christ with them? 

6. Giving in the church can't keep pace with expenses, especially in churches with multiple staff and health insurance, etc.   Our grandparents generation lived at a lower lifestyle economically so they could give more to church and charity.  Today we live at a higher lifestyle. We are house poor, we spend more on amusement, etc. so the margin for giving to church or charity is maybe 1-3% of our incomes.  What will the church do with this reality moving forward? 

7. We are called to please Christ alone.  We are so manic about pleasing people.  Henri Nowen said our internal lives (our emotional and spiritual lives) are like banana trees filled with monkey jumping up and down.  We are all over the place.  Our goal in life is to please Christ not people, he is the audience of one. We do what we do FOR Jesus with OTHERS in mind.  Not FOR others with JESUS in mind. 

8. Guard your heart against resentment and bitterness. Bitterness is like drinking poison and waiting for the other person to die. :) 

9. The Church is the only group in town that will make disciples of Jesus. Not Project Share, not the Lions Club, not the schools....church. The Church is not a non-profit social service organization.  We are a place that facilitates transformation to Jesus shaped- hearts and motives. Everything else flows out of that.  

10. For many younger Christians, authority and community have been redefined.  Often younger more individualistic believers who are skeptical or don't see the need for any sort of institution, tend to see themselves as self-appointed spiritual authorities who do community and mission without the need for a centralized vision and mission of a local organized Church.  They tend to think, "I or my family, we are the church" and do mission and community without the organization and spiritual authority of the local church.  

11. Do I wake up and trust my work and ministry to Jesus? It's his work, it's his ministry, do we live like it is his? 

